► 

I , 


I 


% 


[ * ] 



Obfervations on an antique Marble of the Earl of 
'< ; Pembroke; by the Rev. Mr. Pegge. 
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Read at the Society of Aktkujariis Jan. 7, 1768. 


A T Lord Pembroke’s feat at Wilton, there is a very antient 
altar of Bacchus, of more confequence than vulgarly ima- 
gined. The infeription, which ends in a circle round it (for fo 
Mr. Cowdry deferibes it, p. 1 16.) runs thus: 

A 1 Eb A\ 0 ivy '$OAA AM 4 OMOktyOM 
£AKXEYTOkA ^AVQOKAHW/V 

MiX-ropo AtfWW, \yXuofto P q>oy, B* Z «u™ e «, £av0o**f«wr. 
Canamus Dionyfium, pulchriformem, Bachatorem, fiavicomum. 

This marble and infeription are unqueftionably very old, as 
I judge both from the form of the letters, and there being no 
appearance of the four laft invented letters of the Greek alphabet. 
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2 Obfervations on an antique Marble of the Earl o/'Pembroke's. 

The form of the letters is much like thofe of the Sigean in- 
fcription publifhed by Dr. Chilhull [a], and of thofe on the 
pedeftal of the Coloffus at Delos, which may be feen in Dr. 
Shuckford [i]. 

The laft invented letters are, H, XI, S, none of which are 
found here; whereas the afpirated letters of Palamcdes, 4 >, X, 3, 
© [cj, do all of them occur. 

I would not reft the antiquity of this altar folely on the Ep- 
filon’s being ufed for Eta, as is done in the defcription ; that, I 
think, being too precarious, fince, by an accidental continuance 
of the antient cuftom, that will fometimes prevail on later mar* 
bles[t/]; but on the antique figure of the letters, in conjunction 
with the orthography. The orthography depends upon the 
Omicron’s being ufed for Omega, as much as on the Epfilon’s 
being put for Eta; for the conjecture in Mr. Cowdry is right as 
to the word MiXiropir, which is here undoubtedly intended for 
[e], for the epigram on Bacchus in the Anthologia [/] 
begins with that word. And as that epigram includes the feveral 
names of Bacchus, being compiled for that purpofe; ’tis well 
worth remarking, rhat his four names upon the altar, AioWer, 
’A yXaifioplpO!, and ScwBoKetpluiesi are a H of them found 

there. But what is of greater weight with me is the the 
antient character of £ [,§"]. Simonides was the perfon, according 
to Salmafius [A], that invented the long vowels 0 and A; as 

Chiflmll, Infer ipt. Afiitic. 

[A] Shuckford'i Connexion, vol. I. p. 159. 

[f] Salmafii, Infcript. ret. 'explicit. p. 47. edit. Crenii. 

[rfl Dr. T aylor'a Commentar. ad M armor. Sandvic. p. 6, 7. 

[r] Mr. Cowdry'a book, ciwd above. 

[/] Anthologia Graeea, p. 82. edit. Brodaei. 

[;] Seldom Comment, ad Marm. Arundel, p. 120. edit. Maittaire. Thil cha- 
racter h not found in the Sigean infeription, ai Dr. Shudtfotd all edges, p. 256. 
yet it it in Dr. Chifliull’s alphabet, p. 3. 

[A] SalmaGiu, loco ciut. 

likewife 
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Oijervations on an antiqut Marik of the Earl ^Pembroke’*. 3 

likewise the Double Letters, by which, as contradiftinguifhed tp 
the Literae Denfae, which are added to the alphabet by Pala- 
medes, are meant 3 and 'V [<]. The 35 was therefore invented 
by Palamedes, and the 3 by Simonides; and confequently, fince 
the 3 occurs not upon the altar, but a: is ufed inftead of it, we 
mull conclude it to be older than the age of Simouides, but more 
recent than that of Palamedes. Before the 3 was devifed, as 
would be put for it, thefe two letters being fo readily counter- 
changed [A]. Now, from thefe three notes, E for H, O for n, 
and as for 5 , when confidered together, I think, we may fafely 
conjecture fomevvhat of the age of the marble, though it would 
not be fo fafe to do it from one of them fingly. H, XI, and s, 
were all of the invention of Simonides, who was born Olymp. 
iv, 4, and died Olymp. lxxviii[/]. Wherefore, as the marble 
mu ft be older than he, and many years for aught we know, the 
lowed date we can aftign it muft be Olymp. l. which anfwers 
to the year before Chrift 578 Whereupon I obferve, that 

the punftuation with two dots is alfo ancient, and conformable 
to the time here mentioned [n], and that this is far the oldeft 
Greek infeription in England, and probably the oldeft extant any 
where elfe, unlefs perhaps you will except the Sigean. 

'Tis generally agreed, that the firft compofitions were in verfe; 
and 1 incline to believe, that the infeription is part of fome old 
hymn compofed in honor of that God. Nothing lefs feems to be 
implied by the word MiK-no/iM, which has no relation to an altar, 
otherwife than by accommodation, the altar- ftyle being very 
different from this. However, it is applied properly enough to 
the facred ftone, lince the facrifices were ufually attended with 

[«} Sahnafiua, ibid, 

[X] Maittaire Marm. Oxon. p. 563. 

[/] Fabric. BiM. Grace. Tom. I. 591. 

[m] HcWici Chronologic. 

[u] Chilhuil, p. 14. 


mulic, 


4 Obfervations on an antique Marble of the Earl of Pembroke’s, 
mulic, voices and hymns. It may be reduced into metre in this 
manner : 

— MsAwayssv A lotviror, 

'Ayha'cfiofVop, BoaejeiuTOfot, EutvSexagtvov. 

For though the word ’A y\aot has generally the middle fyllable 
(hort, and is fo ufed in the Anthologia in the place above cited, 
and in the next epigram, and in Homer, where we have 

— ocyKccov uXcof. 

—uyXccci flo(' 

— cly\uu TtKycc* 

yet this does not hinder but that a rude hymnographer might 
take the liberty of producing that fyllable in thole early ages, 
when this compolition is fuppofed to be made; and the inlertion 
of the Aeolic Digamma, thus dy\aucf, or dy\a<pot, which Bilhop 
Stillingfleet fays is always done when two vowels meet [e], 
would contribute to make it more cafy and current [/>]. 

The Sigma in this infcription has fomething peculiar in it, 
thus, hi a form that docs not often occur on the marbles. The 
Sigean infcription gives it the contrary way r 1 ; which is owing, 
no doubt, to the unfettled way of writing in thole times amongfl 
the Greeks, fometimes from right to left, after the manner of 

[«] Stillingfleet, Orig. Sicr. p. 384. See allb Grot. dc. Verit, p. 54. 

[/>] In reading this ingenious letter to the Society, l made the curfory obferva^ 
tion, which 1 here beg leave to fubjoin. There is a fimilar word, I mean *W(, 
whole middle fyllable is ufed both long and fbort by Homer. Comp. Od. e. 195. 
and K. 403. The reafon of it is, that X* in aXawt is naturally longs but poeti- 
cally flioriencd by preceding another vowel; but I never met with the fecond * 
long in ayXaJ;, not even in the hymns (laid to be) of Orpheus, in their corrupt 
ftate: And were we to allow it produced by the infertion of the Acolie D gamma, 
without inferting another after «'u.xpiv, I cannot fee the propriety of making this 
fyllable alfo long; unlcfs the being a liquid, has the power of lengthening a 
fhort fyllable, as fomc grammarians maintain ; with whom I cannot readily join 
hands, breaufe this liberty would render metre very precariuus, and the addition of 
a and a to the alphabet by Simonides altnofl ufclefs. I fhould chufe, therefore, 
rather to let the infcription (land as it docs, than begin with fii'XTiqass in the mid- 
dle of a.verfc j and drawl oiyXtu/uffM into live long fyllables. T. M. 
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the Afiatics; fometimes from left to right, as we now do; and 
fometimes both ways intermixed [y]. Our charafter much rc- 
femblcs the imperfect h, of which Scaliger {peaks [r], and which 
gave occafion to thofe rounder figures on Herod’s pillar !), 
which l'eem naturally to be deduced from this angular antient 
form. 

The R is of two forts. That which has the tail is rare, it 
approaching nearly to the Roman form [s]. However, both are 
to be met with on Herod’s pillar in Dr. Chilhull; and as the R 
feems to have been in ufe amongfl the Iouians, from them the 
Latins probably took it (/]. 

But what is mod remarkable is the Lambda, thus, S, which 
1 believe to be entirely different from all others hitherto fecn ; at 
leaft, there is nothing like it in Scaliger, or Chilhull, nor, as I 
remember, in Montfaucou [»]. ’Tis evidently the Hebrew 
Lamed S, and is a further proof that the Greek letters were 
brought from the Eaft, as Dr. Shuckford aud others juflly 
maintain, and withall is a great confirmation of the high anti- 
quity of this venerable remain. 

It is pretty remarkable, and very fortunate, that thele few 
words (not more than five) contain the whole Greek alphabet, 
as it flood at that time. 

Having had occafion to recur to Dr. Shuckford’s Connexion, 
among!! other authors, for the elucidation of this curious rem- 
nant of antiquity, I could not avoid dilcovering a pleafant mif- 

fy] Dr. Shuckford’j Connexion, vol. I. p. 256, 257. 

[r] Scaiigcr’s Animadvert, on Eulcbiu.*, p. j 10 and 1 *6. 

[r] Montfsucon, in the Diar. ha!, p. 55, draws an argument from this form of the 
R, to prove that the famous gofpel of Saint Marie at Venice is in Latin; and 1 am 
of opinion, that, though we fee the Canine letter in this fhape on this marble, his 
argumentation is not the Ids co iclufive, by rcafon, that in the fourth or fifth cen- 
tury the P was the enablidud ar.d general chara&er. 

[r] Chilhull, p. 1 1. 

[u] Palscograpliia Graeca. 
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6 Obferva tioni on an antique Marble ef the Ear / Pembroke**, 
take of the Doctor's, in relation to the Theban Tripods, with 
which 1 (hall conclude thefe remarks. The cafe is thus: In 
the fifth book of Herodotus [to], there are three inferiptiona, 
which the author tells us he (aw written in Cadmean letters on 
as many tripods at Thebes. Thele inferiptions, however, are 
printed in the author, in the common Greek character. After- 
wards Scaligcr, in his digreflion on the antient Greek letters, in 
his animadverfions on Eulebius, thought fit to exemplify them, 
for the illuftration of the fubjeft he was upon, in the antient Ionic 
chara&er, from his own invention ; and the learned Do£lor [.r] 
has been pleafed to take Scaliger's imagination for a reality, 
as if the tripods had been then extant, and Scaliger had pro- 
cured tranferipts of them from Thebes, and to argue from 
the figures of the letters, as genuine and authentic monuments 
of antiquity. He has unwarily impofed upon many of his 
readers, no doubt; however, he has made Scaligcr fome amends 
for the trick Muretus formerly put upon him; Scaliger took 
iome verfes of Muretus for a fragment of the Latin poet Tra- 
hca[y]j and the Doctor, in return, has taken Scaliger’s fancies 
for real inferiptions. 

[w] Herodotu*. p. 307. edit. Gronov. 

[jf] SbucVfoni’i Connect, vol. I. p. 158, in not. p. 361. in not. p. 163, 
and 265. 

[>] fabric. Bibl. Lat. Tom. I. p.670. 
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